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EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
USE OF DEADLY FORCE, JUNE 29, 1999, IAB REVIEW #1259831 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee's findings and 
recommendations concerning the use of deadly force incident which occurred on 
June 29, 1999. 


The committee met on December 16, 1999 and consisted of myself and 
Commander Jon Engebretsen (Commander of the Department) and Acting 
Commander Dennis Burns (Internal Affairs Bureau). The committee determined that 
the force used by Deputies Michael Wilber #4 and Thomas Lambrecht 

was within Department policy. Please advise the deputies of this finding. 


The Committee directed the Unit Commander to conduct a tactical debriefing with all 
concerned personnel. 


Accompanying this memo is the original Response Team package, which contains 
the IAB and Training Bureau reports. Please evaluate the included material and 
complete and sign the enclosed form documenting your recommendations and 
actions and return the Response Team package to me through division chief within 
30 days. 
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Bureau/Station/Facility 
Special Enforcement Bureau 


Incident Information 


6/29/99 


Employee Witnesses 


cae 099-00067-3199-057 Dates 6/29/99 Time: 1405 
City or Station: Vernon Nature of Incident Deputies were attempting to deliver a phone to the 
Locaion: M7 ih Street suspect. The suspect, however, began pointing her gun at the 
ti is A 
ie Vi CA eo lapproaching deputies. Long rifle personnel, fearing for the safety of 
piers the team, each fired one shot fatally wounding the suspect. 
tocalon Tye ore} Lighting (circle only one) Incident Type (circle one or more) Initiated by (circle only one) 
Darke Arrest Warrant 

Backyard Bt Accidental 

Beach Other Fleeing Suspect Observation 

Business Street Lights Foot Pursuit One Person Unit 

Hisense Gun Take Away ouer Gita 

pa Moving Vehicle earch Warrant 
Park Weather (circle only one) SnipedAmbuah Two Person Unit 
Startle 
K 

Resicence f aad Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one): 

Rural fe Traffic St Detective 

School Rain affic Stop 

cise. ‘Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 

Other Unintentional Cihad 

is Distance: Vehicle Pursuit Routine Patrol 
300 ft Warrant Service 
[Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect 
2 0 Other: ‘Aero Unit? Canine Unit? { ] 


Employee # 


Last Name 


Parra 


First Name 


Eric 


Employee # Last Name First Name Ml. [ShiftTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one) 
Martinez Phillip EM PM _ @ayp Overtime Off Duty 
Empi, Tast Name FirstName MI. |ShiftTime (circle only ono): | Shift ype (circle only one): 
Raya Joe ___| EM __PM_@ap Overtime Off Duty 
Employee # Last Name First Name Mi, |ShiftTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one) 
EM PM Day tegular Overtime Off Duty 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name MI. 
| Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


(circle one or more) 


sent dui 


Witness to shooting 


‘shoo! Involved in shooting 


Employee # Last Name 


Employee # 


Employee # 


First Name 


Last Name 


MI 


Watch Sergeant 


Watch Commander 


(circle one or more): 
On Duty 


Present during shooting 


First Name 


Wetlesen 


Witness to shooting 
Involved in shooting 


MI 


Ray 
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Page 2 of 4 
Rollout Information $ 
‘Arrival Date Arrival Time Date Submitted Date of Recommendation 
6/29/99 1815 11/3/99 
Employee # Last Name First 9 
sees {| Colton NamMichael P 
Employee # Tast Name om 
cts a Romero Namétenry w 
Employee # Last Name First . MI 
Patullo Namé&athi 
Shooting / Force Information 
Method Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
wen (OV) Other Weapon: Vehicle 
(BC) Baton:(Control) (OB) Other Weapon: Blunt Object See Ch lame 
(BI) Baton:(Impact) (00) Other Weapon: Other (BU! Bı (AR) Ar 
(BF) Bodily Fluids (PK) Personal Weapon: FeetLeg: (Kick) On am reh An am 
CN) Canine (PS) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) (cP) mplaint of Pain (BK) Ba 
(CR) Carotid Restraint (PH) Personal Weapon (Hand/Arm) (CO) Concussion (BT) Buttocks 
(CH) Choke Hold (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) OF) Dah. (CH), Chest 
(CT) Control Holds:(Control Techniques) (PO) Personal Weapon (Other) 0) Dislocation (EL) Elbow 
(TT) Control Holds:(Team Takedown) (RS) Resistance (0B) Dog Bite (FA) Face 
(TD) Control Holds:(Takedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 
(CE) Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (GS) Gunshot (FI) Fingers 
(OC) Chemical Agents (OC Spray) (HB) Restraint Device:Hobble (Legs Only) (HB) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 
(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (TP) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) (LC) Lacerations (GR) Groin 
(EX) Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Belt (ND) Nerve Damage (HD) Hand 
(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (SP) Sap (OD) Organ Damage (HE) Head 
(FR) Firearm (Rifle) (SH) Shield (PA) Paralysis (HI) Hip 
(FS) Firearm (Shotgun) (SG) 37mm Stinger (PW) Puncture Wound (IN) Internal 
(FO) Firearm (Other) (SB) Sting Ball (SD) Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 
(FB) Flashbang (ST) Stun Bag (ST) Sprain/Twists (LE) Le 
(FL) Flashlight (TR) Taser a ta 
Unconscious (NK) Neck 
(OE) Other Weapon: Edged (UC) Uncooperative fen. Srouder: 
Brand Refused Med Treatment | (WR) Wrist 
(AK) AK-47 (IV) Iver Johnson (RI) RGI 
(BN) Benelli (JE) Jennings (RO) Rossi NONE 
(BR) Beretta (LO) Lorcin (SW) Smith & Wesson 
(BW) Browning (LU) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 
(cH) Charter Arms. (MA) Marlin en Sterling Caliber 
(CO) Colt (MO) Mossborg A) Taurus 
(DA) = Davis Industries (NC) NCI aka SKS (WE) Weatherby (9) 9mm (24) .24Scalber (41) -410 guage 
(GL) Glock (NA) North American (WN) Winchester EE Ap ene O e d E | Ae ae 
(HA) Harrington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government (12) 12 guage (30) bee} pae saoi a Py eae 
(H) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) (20) 20 guage (35) 367 call (50) mm 
1) 22-250 (36) 30-80 caliber (SL) Slug 
(HK) HAK (RM) Remington (XX) Homemade (Non-Inmate) |C 
(22) .22 caliber (38) .38 caliber (WW) Other caliber 
(IT) ithica (RG) RG (ZZ) Other Brand K 


(23) 223 caliber (40) .40 caliber 


FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 


Authorized | Authorized 
Weapon? | Ammunition? 
(YIN) (YIN) 


Used By | Used Against 
(E# or S#) | (E# or S#) 


Method Brand 
(Code) (Code) 


Caliber 
(Code) 


Type of Injury | Body Part 
(Code) (Code) 


EH S FR 


E#2 S FR 
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involved Employee 
4 | Employee LastName FirstName MI 
et Wilber Michael 
Sex Race Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.) 
M w B-1 SEB Long Rifle Element (Black Team) 
‘ShiftTime (circle only one): ShiftType (circle only one): n Substance Used: 
D SP KEDD Overime Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage 
¥ 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? (ONAT. ase | Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting | Duty. [Clothing (circle only one): Other Factors: ~ carr | 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket wí Vest 
Age. Height Weight: Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
602 215 | Raid Jacket no vest Uniform wi ve 
Range Quaiifcaton Dai: mummy | PPC Quatfication Date: | Taser Training Date TC 
Certified with Weapon Used? fi Patrol Certification? | | prem Unit [| Prior Shootings? [px] | Number of Prior Shootings: 4 
Field Training Officer Emp #, Last Name First Name Mil. 
-E Paul 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mı. 
E2 Employee Last Name First Name Mi. 
a es Lambrecht Thomas 
Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc. ): 
M w B-1 SEB Long Rifle Element (Armorer) 
[ShiftTime (circle only oney | ShiftType (circle only one): T ner aE ‘Substance Used 
ew PM Ga) asians On bu Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
# 
Hospital Admission? Hospi! Neme: Coroner Case? Some case Interviewed? 
Firs of sleep prior to shooting [Clothing (circle only oney. Other Factors: 


Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 


Age 


M “Height 508 


Plain Clothes wi Vest Uniformno Vest 


fas Joann Vet 


Range Qualification Date: 


PPC Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date: 


Certified with Weapon Used? [ij 


Patroi Conitcaton? [AJ a | 


Prior Shootings? [X] Number of Prior Shootings: 5 


Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name A MI 
Howard Curtis 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI 
E | Employee # Last Name First Name MI. 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc. ): 
[Shifftime (circle only one). | Shift ype (circle only one} UEA Substance Used: 
EM PM Day Regular Overtime Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage’ 
7 
Hospital Admission? Lee ia Coroner Case? Coronet Case Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting | Duty Time (hrs) [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 
Age: Height: Weight: Plain Clothes w/ Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform wi Vest 


Range Qualification Date: 


~ | PPC Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date 


Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? Certification Uni Prior Shootings? umber EIIN Sneetoge 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name FirstName Mit 
Field Training OfficerEmp# LastName ~~” — First Name MI 
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Suspect Information page A ef cA. 
pe ormatio 
s1 Last Name Simental First Name Gina Mi. 
AKA Last Name First Name MI 
Galindo Gina s 
OEO A > ae 
Work Phone: He Social Security #: Drivers consi atl 
Age: Height: Weight: | FBI # cig 
32 5/10/67 504 164 | 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Coroner Case "99.4501 Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used: _| 
Armed? [XX] Apprehended? [XX] Mental lines? Criminal risov? B 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 


Mitsubishi 


Last Name First Name 
AKA LastName = First Name ML. 
[Sex Race Street Address: Š aa City Slate & Zip Code: 

Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License #: 

Age: 008 Height: Weight: FBI# CEJ 

Booking # Primary Charge: 7 =? ‘Secondary Charge: 

# 

Coroner Case? Corpor Cone Intoxication/Drug Usage? sueenice Ure 

‘Armed? ‘Apprehended? | Mentai iness? Criminal History? 

Vehicle Make ~ Model: pi Year: “| 


Last Name 


First Name 


MAL 


‘AKA Last Name First Name ML 
Sex: Race: Street Address: City tate & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security # Drivers License #: 
[Age 0O08. Height: “Weight Fae ECI oy 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Coroner Case # Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance User 
Armed? Apprehended? Menta! Iliness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Model Year. 
I E S A A A E E T E E, 
s Last Name First Name MI 
AKA Last Name First Name M.. 
Sex: Race: treet Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security # Drivers License #: 
‘Age: DOB. Height Weight: Fal# a CE aag 
Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? Goonet Ceao% Intoxication/Drug Usage? ubsionce ad 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental lines? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Moder: Year. 
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


Tuesday, June 29, 1999, Sergeants Henry Romero, Michael Colton, Kathi Pattullo and Lieutenant 
Willa Glover of the Internal Affairs Bureau, responded to the city of Vernon to investigate a deputy 
involved shooting by Special Enforcement Bureau (SEB) personnel resulting in the suspect’s death 
Homicide Lieutenant Don Bear briefed the responding personnel. This review of the incident is based 
on the briefing, witness interviews, shooter deputy interviews, and related reports (099-00067-3199- 
057) contained in this use of force review 


SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT 

At the request of the Vernon Police Department, SEB personnel responded to an armed barricaded 
female suspect, who after shooting ner Ise to exit her car. Deputies contained the 
location and attempted to deliver a “throw phone” to establish communications with the suspect 
During the delivery of the phone, the suspect pointed her weapon at approaching personnel. Two Long 
Rifle personnel, fearing for the safety of their team, each fired one round, fatally wounding the suspect 
Suicide notes were found in the vehicle. 


SUSPECT 
Gina Simental (DOB - 3/10/67) was a five-feet four-inch, one-hundred and sixty-eight pound female, 
who was despondent (under the influence of her emotions) over her soured relationship with her 

the victim in this incident 


See Homicide Book, Exhibit D, for copies of 
those reports by Bell and Whittier Police Departments 


LAMBRECH' 
Thomas 


PRELUDE TO THE SHOOTING INCIDENT 
Tuesday, June 29, 1999, at 1130 hours, Informant (MH/Dob - 
picked up his J Suspect Gina Simental, from 

the bus stop at the corner of Norwalk Boulevard and Washington Avenue. Earlier she called him 
wanting to borrow his car to go pick up a job application at 2:00 P.M., somewhere on Soto Street 
However, he told her he could not lend her his car because he and his ACI to go to the hospital 
to visit their injured B Nevertheless, he told his he would drive her to the job site after 
shopping for new clothing for their hospitalized The three of them arrived at the Paramount 
Swap Meet at noon. Suspect Simental said she would wait for them in the car. After some 
unsuccessful coaxing by o get his [to join them, he decided to leave her the car keys so 
she could listen to the radio and roll down the windows. At 1:00 P.M and his [returned to 
where he left his parked car, but it was no longer there. He looked around the parking lot hoping his 
HE -i just moved the car, however, his [and his car were nowhere to be found alled 
his other [iY and he had her page Gina. The suspect did not return any of the 
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- ~ 


pages. Mand his B decided to take the bus to the hospital to see their B They would 
deal with the suspect later that evening 


Suspect Simental, apparently drove O home Ho à ana entered his home using the 
house key he kept in the center console of his car. She went to his bedroom, where he kept his 
handguns, and retrieved an unloaded six-inch 357 revolvers that —_ to one of his friends. The 


cts then drove to meet with Victim EEE (FH 0B -| , the suspect’s former 


Somewhere along the way, the suspect loaded the gun with two rounds 


Victim EE was at work when, early in the day, she received a phone call from Gina. Gina 
wanted to take her to lunch and talk. She (Gina) was apologetic about the events from a few days 
earlier. (Gina had been calling Jat her new home and threatening her. She was also stalking 
her.) felt this would be a good opportunity to meet with Gina and close out their relationship 
thereby ending all future contact with her. Therefore, she agreed to the meeting. About one o'clock, 
Gina picked up and they drove to McDonald’s (Soto Street and Bandini Street) where they 
bought some soft drinks, using the restaurant’s drive thru B: csta they just park in the 
McDonald’s parking lot. Gina’s mood suddenly changed as she told EE hey were going “over 
here” C E Street, Vernon). She drove the car across the street to a parking lot, drove to the 
middle of the lot, and stopped the car. 


Both remained in the car and began arguing about their relationship MB ade it perfectly clear it 
was over and she wanted Gina to take her back to work. Suddenly, Gina produced a handgun, in her 
left hand, and told“ You're not going back, it’s over.” Breached for the handgun and 
both women struggled for control a two of her fingers within the trigger guard to prevent 
Gina from firing. As they struggled, pleaded for Gina to stop, causing Gina to laugh at 

pleas. Finally pushed Gina a opened the passenger side door and fled for her 
life. Gina followed her out of the same door. heard two distinct “clicks” followed by two 
shots, one of which struck her shoulder. She continued running toward the McDonald’s restaurant, 
across the street, where she dialed 9-1-1. The suspect reentered her car and remained there for the 
remainder of the incident 


Vernon police officers received a call of a shooting victim at the McDonald’s restaurant. They also 
received information the armed suspect was sitting in a car across the street in a parking lot. Vernon 
police officers surrounded the suspect’s vehicle. They ordered the suspect out of her car but she 
refused to exit. After several minutes of non compliance by the suspect, they deemed the situation a 
barricaded suspect and requested mutual aid from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, 
Special Enforcement Bureau 


Special Enforcement Bureau personnel received the request at 1430 hours. The Bureau dispatched the 
Gold Team to the location. Deputies Joe Raya and Phillip Martinez, the team’s scout and backup 
scout, arrived to the Vernon Police Department command post at 1445 hours. After receiving a 
briefing from Vernon Police personnel, they began their scouting mission to assess the situation. At 
1505 hours, Long Rifle personnel, Deputies Thomas Lambrecht and Michael Wilber, were 
deployed to provide cover for SEB personnel replacing Vernon Police Officers on containment 
Additionally, they also provided regular updates regarding the movements of the suspect who remained 
in the front seat of her vehicle 


At 1522 hours, the suspect threw a note out of her car window. This was followed by several gestures, 
by the suspect, which the deputies interpreted as a request for a telephone. At 1558 hours, Deputies 
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Raya and Martinez recovered the note. One side of the bloodstained note contained a request, from 
Gina, to speak with her her Man IJ The other side of the note blamed for her 
current situation and suggested if she (Gina) was dead it was ou. She also called a 
liar, declared her love for her, apologized to her for stealing his car and told her he 
loved him. (See Exhibits for a copy of the note). The two deputies formed the opinion that the 
barricaded situation now also included a suspect who was contemplating her death, possibly by suicide 
Both deputies were very aware of the phenomena called “suicide by cop,” and began formulating a 
tactical plan taking into account the new information. The primary concem was to establish 
communication with the suspect. This being the case, they developed a tactical plan in which members 
of the Special Weapons Team would deliver a telephone to the suspect enabling Crisis Negotiators 
(CNT) to establish communication. 


While they were developing the tactical plan, team members reported seeing the suspect holding her 
gun. She kept sticking it out through the open sunroof. She also made gestures with her hand 
indicating she wanted a telephone. Other times she made gestures using the middle fingers of her hands 
showing her displeasure with the situation. Additionally, Long Rifle personnel could see her writing 
additional notes and putting them on the dashboard. 


SHOOTING INCIDENT 

Upon approval of the tactical plan, the team delivering the phone assembled at the rear of the Bureau’s 
Armored Response Vehicle (ARV). At 1643 hours, Deputy Bill Chaffin began making P.A 
announcements. He began explaining that they were complying with her request for a telephone. He 
told her the team was preparing to deliver a telephone to her. He assured her the team was not going 
to assault her in any way and only wanted to deliver the telephone. He asked her if she understood and 
she acknowledged him by waving her hand through the sunroof. Chaffin then asked her to throw the 
gun out of the car through the window. She responded by extending her middle finger through the open 
sunroof. After a few more requests to throw the gun out and not getting a reaction from Gina, he told 
her they were bringing her a phone. She acknowledged the announcement by waving her hand and 
motioning the team to move forward. 


At 1648 hours, Sergeant Eric Parra and Deputies Martinez, Raya, Ralph Garay and Chaffin 

began moving up using the ARV for cover. Deputy Martinez was the lead man, followed by Raya 
who was holding the telephone. Sergeant Parra, Deputies Garay and Chaffin followed. As the team 
moved closer, they could see the suspect trying to look at them by using her rearview mirrors. She 
partially rolled down her car window. As the team moved closer, suddenly, she stuck her gun out the 
partially open driver’s side window and pointed it directly at the team. Sergeant Parra and Deputies 
Martinez and Raya saw the gun panning toward them and stop as it pointed directly at them. They 
immediately stopped and took cover behind the ARV. 


Long Rifle personnel saw the suspect pointing her gun out the window and the reaction of the team 
members. They advised the Command Post that the suspect had her “gun up.” However, at this point, 
the suspect’s body was still facing the front of the vehicle so she was in an awkward position as she 
pointed her handgun at the team. 


The suspect brought the gun back down and motioned for the team to move forward again. The team 
began moving forward. The suspect repeated her previous threatening move. As the team began 
ducking for cover again, they heard the sounds of two quick shots from Long Rifle personnel. 
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Deputies Lambrecht and Wilber, the Long Rifle personnel, saw the suspect turn her body and bury 
her left shoulder into the back of her seat. She again pointed her weapon at the approaching personnel. 
They advised, over the radio, the gun was up again. This time she appeared in a much better position 
to fire on the approaching team members. Fearing for the safety of their team, they each fired one 
round from their Remington rifles. They each independently assessed the situation and each came to 
the same conclusion, the team appeared to be in imminent danger. Their shots were almost 
simultaneous, however, it appears Lambrecht fired first. 


The team, after hearing the shots, looked at the suspect and noticed she was slumped in her seat. The 
team moved forward, removed the weapon that was on single action (hammer back), from her lap and 
placed the gun on the hood of her car. Paramedics, from the Emergency Services Detail of the Special 
Enforcement Bureau, who were staged by the ARV, were called up. They removed her from the car, 
assessed her vital signs, and finally pronounced her dead at the scene with the concurrence of 
Emergency Room Doctor Kinger (U.S.C. Base Hospital Physician) 


1.A.B. Note: All times were taken from the SEB log kept at the command post. However, 
there appears to be a small discrepancy as to the time they pronounced the 
suspect dead. The log has it at 1658 hours and the paramedics, in their report 
place it at 1610 hours. The CNT log is closely aligned to the SEB log 
regarding times. 


WITNESSES 

There were no civilian witnesses to the shooting that ended the suspect’s life as the surrounding area 
had been evacuated during the negotiation phase. Many Special Weapons’ Team members, saw the 
incident unfolding and “heard” the two shots, which they assumed from their training and experience, 
were deployed by Long Rifle personnel. They have all written comprehensive reports and they can be 
found in Exhibit D, the Homicide Book, pages 19-68 


INJURIES 

None of the deputies sustained any injuries. The subject sustained two gunshot wounds, one to her 
right shoulder and one to her lower neck. Both wounds were made by the .308 caliber rounds fired 
from the deputies rifles. Additionally, the suspect had superficial incised wounds to the right side of her 
neck and to her left wrist. These wounds are consistent with an attempt at suicide. 


SUSPECT’S WEAPON 
The suspect had a 6 inch, stainless steel, .357 caliber, King Cobra revolver. It was loaded with two 
expended rounds that were fired at Victim [J The remaining chambers were empty 


DEPUTY’S WEAPON 
The deputies each used a Remington rifle, Model 40-x, loaded with .308 caliber Winchester rounds. 


INVESTIGATOR’S NOTES 

Several additional notes were found in the interior of the suspect’s car. On the dashboard were two 
notes. The one recovered from the center of the dashboard is written in both English and Spanish. It 
reads: 


I prefer to die the [sic] to live with this Pain. I love you = Gina. P.S. | 


Please quedense con| (The latter translation is “ the 


decedent’ si) 
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The one recovered from the dashboard in front of the steering wheel is written in Spanish and it reads: 


Mi Destino hoy se cumple Por Favor cuiden de dente todo el amor 
que yo no le pude dar, perdonen E cla no tiene la culpa de mis locuras; los 
uiero a todos. Gina i I meet with my destiny. Please take care of 
Po give him all the love that I could never give him; forgive i my 
craziness is not her fault; I love all of you. Gina) 


A third note found in the backseat is written in English and it reads 


Don’t open this bag this belong to my Bd his nv 


1.A.B. Notes: All the notes were written verbatim and can be found under Exhibit C 


The final set of four notes were addressed ‘o They were found in a purse that was found in the 
backseat of the suspect’s car. The poems, written in Spanish, refer to love, suffering and death. These 
notes, coupled with the first note the suspect threw out of her car, give a strong indication the suspect 
was preparing for her death. 


The superficial incisions to her neck and wrist were an attempt to commit suicide, one she apparently 
could not complete herself. A 375ml bottle of “Presidente” Brandy was also found on the front 
passenger seat of the suspect's vehicle. It was only a third full 


Gina was given ample opportunities to surrender. The Vernon Police Department, fearing the suspect 
was still armed, used a show of force coupled with verbal communications skills in an attempt to get her 
to surrender and end the situation peacefully. She, however, did not respond accordingly. When the 
Special Enforcement Bureau assumed responsibility for the operation, they felt no urgency in going 
tactical. Their plan was to allow Crisis Negotiators to speak to her and talk her out. The only hitch 
was getting a phone to her. 


The Crisis Negotiations Team has a “throw phone” that they connect via a hardline that is spooled 
directly to their command post van. The phone, which is in a plastic encasement, however, must still be 
delivered to the suspect. Commonly, when the suspect is barricaded in a home and the home has no 
phone, Special Weapons Team members deliver the “throw phone” by throwing it through the window 
and into the home. However, with a car, the situation becomes much more difficult. The difficulty 
comes in the lack of cover when delivering the phone and the assumption that the suspect is armed 


The Special Weapons Team had the following two options to deliver a phone. Option one was to use 
a robot to deliver the phone. This would have required a phone call to the Department’s Arson 
Explosives Squad for delivery of the robot. However, this option was not exercised. The second 
option was to develop a tactical plan to deliver the phone. The team exercised this option using the 
Armored Response Vehicle for cover 


The team approached the suspect’s car as tactically safe as possible. They employed P.A 
announcements to notify the suspect of their intent. They received acknowledgments from the suspect 
indicating she understood the plan. However, her subsequent actions showed her intent to end her life 
She pointed an empty gun at the approaching Special Weapons Team members, not once, but twice, 
the second time turning in her seat displaying an intent to engage. Long Rifle personnel, fearing for the 
safety of their team members, defended them 
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1.A.B. Note: Long Rifle personnel operate under the same Department, State and Federal 
guidelines that the rest of the Department members operate under when it 
comes to use of force. The Department shooting policy does not give them 
anymore latitude to discharge their rifle in tactical situations. They too must be 
able to articulate their split second decision to discharge their rifle based on the 
totality of the circumstances 


The evidence recovered at the scene coupled with the suspect’s actions suggests that Gina planned to 
die that day. This supposition is based on the following 


+ comments, “. . . if you’re not mine, you’re nobody’s” and “. . . it’s over,” (Homicide Book 
page 122) 

farewell letters to her family found in the car; 

letters O filled with poetry about death, also found in the car, 

a gun loaded with only two rounds, one forllland one for her (supposition) 

cutting her wrist and neck; 

displaying a firearm to responding officers; 

and finally pointing an empty firearm at approaching deputies 


etree e 


Her final actions are consistent with a “suicide by cop” situation 
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